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4.  Delinquent traditions are transmitted from one generation of gang boys to the next.
The heavy concentration of delinquents in certain areas means ... that boys living in these areas are in contact ... with groups which sanction such behavior and exert pressure upon their members to conform to group standards. ... This means that delinquent boys in these areas have contact not only with other delinquents who are their contemporaries, but also with older offenders, who in turn had contact with delinquents preceding them, and so on, back to the earliest history of the neighborhood. This contact means that the traditions of delinquency can be and are transmitted down through successive generations of boys in much the same way that language and other social forms are transmitted (Shaw and McKay 1931, p. 256).
5.  Delinquent traditions produce high delinquency rates.    As a result of a long series of delinquency-generating conditions, delinquent traditions culminate in high delinquency rates. Delinquents are inherently sociable people whose response to parental and neighborhood demoralization is the development of alternative forms of organization whose norms happen to be delinquent according to the standards of the larger society (Kobrin 1971, p. 124).
IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL POLICY
Policy recommendations derived from this form of cultural theory have been concerned primarily with prevention. The first was suggested by Clifford Shaw himself. Since delinquent traditions and illegal behavior are the product of learning in an age-divided community, prevention should look to the community for a solution. Rather than administering therapy to delinquents one by one, demoralized neighborhoods should be recreated and made into more effective instruments of social control. Rather than looking to parents alone for a solution, effective socialization should be the product of a united set of institutions. Conventional norms should be developed and reinforced in lieu of those that are delinquent.
Consistent with these ideas, Shaw fathered the Chicago Area project, which sought to realize three goals: (1) to induce the residents of slum areas to take up the cause of crime prevention; (2) to assist them in gaining greater influence over their children by organizing local programs and resources for them; and (3) to foster cooperative action among families, schools, places of recreation, and the agents of social control. Indeed, Shaw was a charismatic leader who not only inspired and gained the respect of various immigrant groups but whose ideas were eventually taken over by Illinois and used as a model throughout the state. It is still being applied today (Kobrin 1959, 1971).